
 

Reading: Literature

Key Ideas and Details:

•	Draw inferences from a text.

•	Identify a theme using the details in the text.
•	Summarize a text.
•	Describe a character, setting or an event in a 

story using details from the story.
•	Draw conclusions based on details in the story.
•	Identify story elements  (characters, setting, 

plot, conflict, resolution, theme).
•	Use SQ3R when reading a text.
•	Identify foreshadowing in a text and what it 

tells the reader.
Craft and Structure:

•	Use context clues to determine the meaning of 
a word.

•	Identify elements of a poem.
•	Identify verb tense in a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
•	Compare and contrast two stories with the 

same theme.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:

•	Read stories, biographies, poems, factual 
science texts and journals.

Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details:

•	Draw inferences from a text.

•	Use details and examples to explain a text.

•	Summarize a text.
•	Explain ideas in an historical or a scientific text.

Craft and Structure:
•	Describe problem/solution, cause/effect in a 

text.

•	Determine the meaning of domain-specific 
words in a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
•	Interpret information using graphs and maps 

to bring clarity to the text.
•	Use evidence to support points in a text.
•	Compare and contrast information from two 

texts on the same topic.
•	Explain how reasons and evidence support 

points in a text.

•	Interpret graphs to help understand a text.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:

•	Read and comprehend nonfiction, science and 
informational texts.

Reading: Foundational Skills
Phonics and Word Recognition:

•	Apply word analysis skills and phonics to 
decode words.

•	Decipher unfamiliar words by identifying the 
root word and its affixes.

Fluency:
•	Read prose and poetry with expression.
•	Use context to help with word recognition.

Writing
Text Types and Purposes:

•	Determine the difference between fact and 
opinion

•	Write informative text using facts and details, 
and provide a concluding statement.

•	Write a narrative using descriptive details and 
conclusion.

•	Write a persuasive paragraph stating opinion, 
listing supporting ideas and drawing a 
conclusion.

•	Describe a character listing his/her character 
traits.

Production and Distribution of Writing:
•	Use the writing process (prewriting, drafting, 

revising and editing) to strengthen writing.
•	Use adverbs, adjectives and transition words 

to enhance writing.
•	Gather information from different sources to 

write about a chosen topic.

Speaking and Listening
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas:

•	Present a play with multiple people reading 
different parts.

•	Understand and use onomatopoeia in each 
speaking role.

Language

Conventions of Standard English:
•	Use relative pronouns.
•	Identify and use prepositions and prepositional 

phrases.
•	Identify and correct sentence fragments and 

run-on sentences.
•	Differentiate between commonly confused words.
•	Review capitalization rules and correct 

capitalization errors.
•	Identify sentences that need quotation marks 

and correct comma placement.

•	Identify and use coordinating conjunctions in 
sentences.

4th Grade Language Arts Curriculum Overview



 

•	Identify nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and 
direct objects.

•	Review and write singular and plural 
possessive nouns and pronouns.

•	Identify the meaning of a homograph by using 
it in a sentence.

•	Review spelling rules when adding word 
endings.

•	Review rules for the division of syllables. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

•	Use context clues for clarity of word meaning.
•	Add affixes to root words and understand how 

the addition changes the meaning of the word.
•	Identify similes and metaphors in a text and 

interpret their meanings.
•	Explain the meanings of common adages and 

proverbs in a text.
•	Provide antonyms and synonyms to given 

words.
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