
Reading: Literature

Key Ideas and Details

•	Ask and answer questions about the details of a 
text.

•	Retell stories using details and proper sequence.
•	Describe characters, settings, events, problems and 

resolutions in a text.
•	Ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, how 

questions.
 Craft and Structure

•	 Identify print that carries different messages.
•	 Identify point of view in text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
•	Use illustrations to interpret elements of a text 

such as characters, setting and events.
•	Compare and contrast important points in two 

texts on a similar topic.
•	Use “Before, During and After” as a reading 

strategy.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

•	Read and answer questions about a variety of texts 
(narratives, expository, poetry).

Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details

•	Ask and answer questions about the details of a 
text.

•	Recall key details of a text.
•	Ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, how 

questions.
•	Compare, contrast and draw conclusions between 

details in a text.

•	Compare and contrast important points in two 
texts on a similar topic.

•	Use graphic organizing (story map, KWL, and Venn 
Diagram as a reading strategy).

Craft and Structure
•	Determine word meaning by asking questions.
•	Use title, table of contents, headings, captions and 

graphs to gather information.

Comprehension in a Variety of Texts
•	 Identify beginning, middle and end of a story.
•	Predict, confirm and draw conclusions while 

reading.
•	Differentiate cause from effect.
•	Distinguish non-fiction from fiction and fact from 

opinion.
•	Draw conclusions.
•	Summarize to demonstrate understanding.
•	Make connections between personal experience 

and text.

•	Use inference for character understanding.
•	Develop alternate ending for a fictional story. 

Reading: Foundational Skills
Print Concepts

•	Match oral word to printed word.
•	 Identify print that carries different messages.
•	 Identify different features of a sentence 

(capitalization, ending punctuation).

Phonological Awareness
•	 Isolate initial, medial and final sounds in single-

syllable words.
•	Distinguish between long and short vowel sounds 

in spoken one-syllable words.
•	Add, delete and change target sounds to change 

words.
•	Orally blend individual sounds to produce one-

syllable words.
•	Form rhyming words including consonant blends.
•	Show understanding of word families.
•	Understand and form contractions.

Phonics and Word Recognition
•	Review common consonant digraphs.
•	Review long vowel sounds using final –e and vowel 

teams.
•	Review that every syllable must include a vowel.
•	Break two-syllable words into single syllables.
•	Review irregularly spelled words.

Fluency
•	Read with purpose, understanding, rate and 

accuracy.
•	Self- correct and confirm words by using context.
•	Recognize high frequency words.

Writing
Text Types and Purposes

•	Write informative/explanatory text supplying 
details.

•	Write narrative with details and properly 
sequenced events.

•	Write responses to reading.
•	Construct personal correspondence.
•	Use writing process – prewriting (graphic 

organizers), writing, drafting, revising, editing 
proofreading and presenting.

•	Make connections text to text, text to self, text to 
world.

Speaking
Comprehension and Collaboration

•	Retell a story or relate personal experience in 
logical sequence with details.

•	Follow directions.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

•	Describe people, places, things and events clearly.
•	Clarify ideas through illustration.
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 1st Grade Language Arts Curriculum Overview (cont.)
Language

Conventions of Standard English
•	Use conventional standards of English when 

speaking and writing.
•	Print all capital and lower case letters.
•	Understand common, proper and possessive 

nouns.
•	Use personal, possessive and indefinite pronouns.
•	Understand basic verb tense for past, present and 

future.
•	Review adjectives, conjunctions, articles and 

demonstratives.
•	Review basic capitalization rules.
•	Review basic punctuation – periods, questions 

marks, exclamation marks.
•	Use conventional spelling rules for common and 

irregularly spelled words.
•	Write in complete sentences and identify and 

correct incomplete sentences.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
•	Use context clues to determine unknown word 

meanings.
•	Use knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to arrive at 

unknown word meanings.
•	Use knowledge of individual words to determine 

meaning of compound words.
•	Categorize and classify words.
•	Define words by their key attributes.
•	Show knowledge of antonyms and synonyms.
•	Show knowledge of basic dictionary skills.
•	Use vocabulary and phrases learned through being 

read to and through conversation.
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