SEVENTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Reading: Literature

Key Ideas and Details
o Support analysis of text by citing quotes and drawing inferences.
o Identify theme and determine its development throughout text; write summary of text.
o Identify elements (theme, setting, plot, characters, conflict and resolution, foreshadowing, point of view and
character analysis) of a story and how they affect one another.
o Identify author’s purpose, main idea and supporting details, sequence of events and fact vs. fiction in a text.
o Show ability to summarize, generalize and evaluate a text selection.

Craft and Structure
o Review elements of figurative language.
o Interpret the meaning of text/poetry from figurative and connotative language, and inference.
o Determine meaning by context.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
o Read a variety of text including biography, fiction, non-fiction, journalism articles, poetry, myths, fables, folktales
and legends.

Reading: Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details
o Support analysis of text by citing quotes and drawing inferences.
o Determine the main idea of a text and write a summary.
o Determine how the ideas or actions of an individual affect events.
e Use SQ3R to understand and remember what was read.

Craft and Structure
o Review elements of figurative language.
o Determine the meaning of text when using figurative and connotative language and inference.
o Determine meaning by context.
o Identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.

Range of Reading
o Read and comprehend literary non-fiction.

Writing
Text Types and Purposes
o Recognize the differences between writing to inform, persuade or entertain.

o Understand the differences among persuasive, narrative and informational writing and be able to produce
examples of each.

Persuasive/Argumentative Writing
o Create persuasive/argumentative writing with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
o Acknowledge opposing view and logically organize evidence.
o Show understanding of topic by using information from credible sources.
o Use words, phrases and clauses to demonstrate relationships between claims and evidence.
o Show ability to establish and maintain a formal style of writing.
o Create a conclusion that summarizes and supports the argument presented.

Explanatory /Informative Writing
o Demonstrate ability to use strategies to organize information prior to writing (mapping, graphing, etc.).
o Demonstrate ability to develop a topic with facts, definitions, details and examples.
o Use strategies such as cause/effect and compare/contrast to inform.
o Use transition words to maintain cohesion and clarity among ideas and concepts.
o Use relevant vocabulary to support topic.
o Show ability to establish and maintain a formal style of writing.
o Create a conclusion that summarizes and supports the information/explanation presented.



Curriculum (continued)

Narrative Writing

Create narrative to develop fictional or real experiences or events. Employ use of relevant, descriptive details.
Establish a point of view and narrator for the story. Organize the sequence of the story so that it unfolds
logically.

Demonstrate the use of techniques such as dialogue, foreshadowing and description to develop characters and
the story.

Use transition words to maintain cohesion and clarity.

Use words and phrases that contribute to the action and convey experiences and events.

Create a conclusion in keeping with the narrative experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

Create clear, coherent writing demonstrating style appropriate to the task, purpose and audience.
Demonstrate ability to prewrite, draft, revise and edit.

Demonstrate ability to write using main idea, supporting details, topic sentence and conclusion.
Recognize and avoid run-on sentences and fragments.

Recognize and avoid idioms and clichés when writing.

Expand, reduce and combine sentences to improve readability.

Demonstrate use of paragraph logic.

Range of Writing

Write for a variety of purposes (business letter, journaling, journalism, poetry).

Language

Conventions of Standard English

Demonstrate proper use of English grammar when writing or speaking.

Review and correctly use the eight parts of speech.

Show knowledge of: subject, predicate (verb), regular verbs, irregular verbs, active and passive voice, verb/
noun agreement, adjective and adverb clauses, direct and indirect objects, prepositional phrases, pronoun case,
participles, gerunds and infinitives.

Demonstrate ability to differentiate: simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences.

Identify difference between phrases and clauses and their function in specific sentences.

Demonstrate proper use of punctuation, including: commas, colons, semi-colons, direct and indirect quotations
and apostrophes.

Demonstrate proper use of capitalization.

Differentiate between common possessive pronouns and contractions.

Show ability to express ideas without reliance on repetition or redundancy.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Determine unknown word meaning by context.

Understand nuances of vocabulary through the use of connotation and denotation in reading and writing.

Use and understand common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as a tool to decipher word meaning.

Show knowledge about the use of resources (dictionary, thesaurus) to determine word meaning, pronunciation
and part of speech.

Use synonyms and antonyms to help clarify word meaning.

Read and use grade-appropriate vocabulary.

Research and Study Skills

Review study skills and test preparation.
Review note taking, summarizing and organizing.
Show knowledge of visual aids for gathering information (charts, graphs, outlines, timelines).
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