SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Reading: Literature

• Comprehension

Key Ideas
Details
• and
Main
idea and supporting details
• Identify and understand types of literature: fiction, non-fiction, journalism, biography, fable, history, poetry,
• Fact
versus
science
fiction
andopinion
mythology.
•
Following
directions
• Read to understand and draw logical inferences.
• Identify
and understand
• Author’s
purpose themes.
• Identify
other
key
elements (setting, plot, characters, conflict and resolution, foreshadowing, point of view and
• Context clues
character analysis) of a story and how they affect one another.
• Inference
• Identify author’s purpose, main idea and supporting details, sequence of events and fact vs. opinion in a text.
• Sequence
of events
• Analyze
the interaction
and development of characters and events.

• Cause and effect

Craft and Structure
• Summarizing
and generalizing
• Review
elements of figurative
language.
•
Comparing
and
contrasting
• Interpret words and phrases to determine connotative and figurative meanings; analyze how word choices shape
meaning.
• Story elements: characters, setting, plot, conflict, resolution
• Determine
meaning
by context.
• Drawing
conclusions
• Understand how point-of-view or purpose can shape content and style.

• Predicting and confirming

Reading:
• Informational
Evaluating Text

Key Ideas and Details
Determine
the main idea and inferences of a text.
• • Graphic
Organizing
• Determine
the ideas of an individual can affect events.
• Story how
mapping
Craft and
• Structure
Word mapping
• Review
elementsmapping
of figurative language.
• Character
• Determine the impact of figurative and connotative language and inference.
• Outlining
• Determine meaning by context.
• Timelines
• Understand
sequence of events and cause-effect.
•
Venn
Diagramming
• Identify and evaluate an author’s point-of-view or purpose in a text.
Range of Reading
• • Vocabulary
Development
Read and comprehend
literary non-fiction.
Writing• Dictionary skills

• Using a thesaurus

Text Types and Purposes
• Homographs
and homophones
• Employ
the use of graphic
organizing: story mapping, outlining, and Venn Diagrams.
•
Synonyms
and
antonyms
• Understand the variety of purpose in writing: to inform, persuade or entertain.
• Understand
among and be able to produce examples of: persuasive, narrative and
• Greek the
anddifferences
Latin roots
informational
writing.
• Word origins/histories
• Understand and produce different sentence types (declarative, imperative, interrogative, and exclamatory.)
• Prefixes and suffixes
• Maintain consistency in style and tone.
Persuasive/Argumentative
• Variety of Reading Writing
• Create persuasive/argumentative writing with valid reasons and relevant evidence.
• Fiction, opposing
nonfiction,
magazine
articles,
journalism,
• Acknowledge
view
and logically
organize
evidence.biography,
history, historical
poetry, science
fiction,sources.
mythology
• Showfable,
understanding
of topic by fiction,
using information
from credible
• Use words, phrases and clauses to demonstrate relationships between claims and evidence.
Show ability to establish and maintain a formal style of writing.
• • Writing
• Create a logical conclusion that summarizes and supports the argument presented.

• Writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing
• Variety of purpose in writing – business letter, friendly letter, addressing envelopes,
prose, instructions, persuasion, mystery story, narrative

Curriculum (continued)
Explanatory /Informative Writing
• Demonstrate ability to develop a topic with facts, definitions, details and examples.
• Use strategies such as cause/effect and compare/contrast to inform.
• Use transition words to maintain cohesion and clarity among ideas and concepts.
• Use relevant vocabulary to support topic.
• Show ability to establish and maintain a formal style of writing.
• Create a conclusion that summarizes and supports the information/explanation presented.
Narrative Writing
• Create narrative to develop fictional or real experiences or events.  Employ use of relevant, descriptive details.
• Establish a point of view and narrator for a story.  Organize the sequence of the story so that it unfolds logically.
• Demonstrate the use of techniques such as dialogue, foreshadowing and description to develop characters and the
story.
• Use transition words to maintain cohesion and clarity.
• Use words and phrases that contribute to the action and convey experiences and events.
• Create a conclusion in keeping with the narrative experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing
• Create clear, coherent writing demonstrating style appropriate to the task, purpose and audience.
• Strengthen ability to use libraries and technology to ensure accuracy.
• Demonstrate ability to plan, draft, revise, edit and rewrite.
• Recognize and avoid run-on sentences and fragments.
• Recognize and avoid idioms and clichés when writing.
• Expand, reduce and combine sentences to improve readability.
• Establish a formal writing style.
Range of Writing
• Write often over extended time periods, allowing time for research, and within shorter time frames for a range of
tasks (fiction, non-fiction, journalism, informational, mystery, personal narrative, journaling and poetry).
Language
Conventions of Standard English
• Demonstrate proper use of English grammar in writing and speech.  
• Review and correctly use the eight parts of speech.
• Demonstrate an understanding of pronouns: case, antecedent, intensive, etc.
• Differentiate between common possessive pronouns and contractions.
• Identify difference between phrases and clauses and their function in specific sentences.
• Demonstrate proper use of punctuation, including: commas, colons, semi-colons, direct and indirect quotations
and apostrophes.
• Demonstrate proper use of capitalization.
Vocabulary Development
• Determine unknown word meaning by context.
• Understand the concept of word origins and histories.
• Use and understand common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as a tool to decipher word meaning.  
• Demonstrate the basic use of a dictionary and thesaurus to determine word origin, pronunciation, meaning and
part of speech.
• Use synonyms and antonyms to help clarify word meaning.
• Read and use grade-appropriate vocabulary.
• Review spelling rules and review/learn commonly misspelled words.
Research and Study Skills
• Review study skills and test preparation.
• Review note taking, summarizing and organizing.
• Show knowledge of visual aids for gathering information (charts, graphs, outlines, etc.).

