2nd Grade Language Arts Curriculum Overview
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details
• Ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, how
questions.
• Describe how characters in a story react to the
events within the story.
Craft and Structure
• Describe how the beginning and ending of a story
introduce and conclude the action within the
storyline. Understand overall story structure.
• Recognize differing points of view of characters in a
story. Use different speaking voices when reading
dialog.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
• Use illustrations and words in a text to understand
characters, setting and plot.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
• Read and answer questions about a variety of
texts (poems, fiction, non-fiction, narratives and
expository writings).
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details
• Ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, how
questions.
• Determine the main idea of a text and its
supporting details.
• Make connections within a text between a series of
events or steps in a process.
Craft and Structure
• Determine word meaning from context.
• Use captions, bold print, glossaries, etc. in a text to
obtain information.
• Identify the main idea and author’s purpose in a
text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
• Explain how illustrations or diagrams help to clarify
text.
• Understand and explain how supportive details
help the author make specific points in a text.
• Compare and contrast important points in two
texts on a similar topic.
• Employ graphic organizing (KWL, Venn Diagram) as
a reading strategy.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
• Read and comprehend information in gradeappropriate text.
Comprehension in a Variety of Texts
• Predict, confirm and draw conclusions while
reading.
• Differentiate cause from effect.
• Distinguish non-fiction from fiction, and fact from
opinion.

• Use “Before, During and After” as a reading
strategy.
Reading: Foundational Skills
Phonics, Word Recognition and Decoding
Review the following:
• long and short vowel sounds in single-syllable words
• sound/spelling correspondence of consonants,
blends, beginning and ending digraphs
• sound/spelling correspondence of common vowel
teams
• common prefixes and suffixes
• rhyming words including consonant blends
• compound words
• antonyms/synonyms
• word families / onset and rime
• segmenting words into syllables and isolating
sounds
• adding, deleting and changing target sounds to
change words
• high frequency words
• common 2nd grade irregularly spelled words
• context clues
Fluency
• Read with understanding and purpose.
• Read orally with accuracy, appropriate rate and
expression.
• Self-correct and confirm word recognition.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes
• Write an opinion piece with a topic, introduction,
supportive reasoning and a conclusion. Use linking
words.
• Write an informative piece with a topic, an
introduction, supportive reasoning and a
conclusion.
• Write a narrative piece with details and descriptive
actions, thoughts and feelings, and a conclusion.
• With a helper, use the writing process (prewriting,
drafting, revising, editing and proofreading).
• Use graphic organizers for writing.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
• Answer questions by acquiring information from
provided sources.
• Use recall to answer questions.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
• Discuss 2nd grade related topics and texts with a
helper.
• Recall and retell information obtained from a text
read aloud.
• Ask and answer questions for clarification about
what the helper reads or says.

2nd Grade Language Arts Curriculum Overview (cont.)
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
• Recall and retell stories or experiences using
complete, understandable sentences, logical
sequence and details.
Language
Conventions of Standard English
• Correctly use irregular plural nouns in speaking and
writing.
• Correctly use past tense irregular verbs when
speaking and writing.
• Correctly use adjectives and adverbs when
speaking and writing.
• Expand and manipulate simple sentences into
compound sentences.
• Identify and use periods, commas, question marks,
and exclamation points.
• Correctly use an apostrophe to form contractions.
• Use rules of capitalization for geographic names,
holidays, proper names, etc.
• Use beginning dictionaries for help in spelling.
Knowledge of Language
• Use proper conventions of English when writing,
reading, or speaking.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
• Use context clues to arrive at unknown word
meanings.
• Use knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to arrive at
unknown word meanings.
• Use knowledge of individual words to determine
meaning of compound words.
• Use glossaries and dictionaries to find word
meanings.
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